2003 PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS: Sunsation 32' Dominator

Sunsation

Michigan-hased Sunsation
Powerhoats has taken solid shape as
a respected builder of rough-water
performance hoats, beneath the ver-
satile hands of a talented band of
boating brothers, the Schaldenbrands.

unsation has kept production numbers down and stan-
S dards up: The boat ling isdriven by family instincts
ceveloped through years of performance hol-Doal
ng, as well as intimate custerner lecdback.
The Sunsation universe has gained presence and
rotoristy [hruugh the years, s momentum driven Dy
great reviews, top-heavy production hours and
growing industry awareness. In spite of their steady
grawth, Sunsation ownership ramains a tight
nicha; There are buillders of custom boats
that produce more boals aach year than
Sunsation haz built in ten years of pro
duction. There's an appeal in owning

up at avery Manna on he planet, espe
ciglly when it's not jus! differant bul
aso top-notch. Limiting productiorn
and retention of the same top
heavy labor formula that has
guided the company from the

start also assures Sunsa

tion's recognition as a pre
mikum-level hot-rod boat

that is very sensibly

priced and ladan with

valug. Thal's espe-

cially gratitying

whean implé- »




mantad on one of the fastest

most efficent vee-hulls in per-
formance-boating today
That's not pursly subjective
Though consarvatively pow
ered, by Sunsation ownership
standands. tres base 406 Mag
numBravo configuration made
spectacular use of 1S avalabe
750 horsepower. It not only
powerad us daap into tha T0s
with minimal affort, but also
establishad the Dominator as
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ona of sport boating's Quisck-
est-acceilarating hulls Nﬂ-‘.nqr‘lg
lested thes year, in Havasu or
Forda, matched the acceler
abon generabed by this dua

456 sleaper. which screamed
from 30 to 60 miles an hour in
5.92 seconds and which
CTuisSad at an astounding 67.2
mph &1 4,000 rpm. At poker
runs and other hol-boating
haunts, Sunsation’'s deapen
g reputElon as a driver's boat

has strengfhenad thesr foothoid,
in part to boats like this ona
Did someone say “dialed in™?

The 32-ioot Domenator s the
comarsions: of Sunsaton s e
though the new, smoothly
sculpted Innovator 32-footer
will absorb some of that thun-
der. Sunsation also builds a
28, in a mid-cabin bowrider
and tragimonal hard oeck

The Sunsation's MAming &wur
tace is an apgressively cut, 24

degres rough-wate:r cut that uti
2es a consarvatnely soad, and
adhesion siep. Gave this design
a moderate amount of power
and it airs out Controlled and
fun 10 drve fast. the Domnator
piagform has long been a lavorme
of HoT Boar's driving team

HULL AND HARDWARE

The Dominator commands
a lean. aggressne demasnos
s beautitully proportionad and




T e
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lpoks fabulous on the water
The layout and hull design
strike a sensible balance of
style and function, between
tha cockpit, deck and raar
quarter.

Structural integrity is tan-
tamount to the rough-water
boating experience, and Sun-
sation bullds every hull seem-
ingly with expectations of a
degree of abuse. The Domi-
nator Is rock sure in the

rough, a solid, well-built foun-
dation on which to build a
thoroughly exhilarating power-
boating expenence. The Sun-
sation sarmad our best marks
and gamerad five-star impres-
sions for its tooling, molds
and glass quality and also
plgued the attenticn of our
team with another outstanding
graphic execution from Sun-
sation's resident Imron arist,
Mitchar-T, The base Sunsa-

tion leaves the mold gloss
white, and Mitcher generally
takes over from there. His
work on this boat was, as
usual, top grade. Our test
machine was fitted with Sun-
sation's new windshield
option, a $3,250 investment
in the prevention of bitter wind
face. The windshield pro-
lected, without detracting
from, the Dominator's strong
visibility over the deck: it also

transformed the appearance
of the boat. An access step
is tooled into the Sunsation's
linar, easing passage over
the windshield.

Vents are flushed to the
glass. and five moaring cleats
(£238) are softly pocketed info
the hull shape. Stainless raling
on the deck permeter is stan-
dard, and 50 |8 the rectangular
Bomar ventilator halch. The
inegrated stern platform is eas-
ity accessible (with help trom
handles and a drop-down lag-
der, $552) and textured for slip-
resistance.

INTERIOR AND
AMENITIES

Sunsation has consistently
made improvements on all of
their tooling through the sea-
sons, and a vary good boat
has evolved into something
fruly spacial. Indeed, one of s
most appealing characteristics
is its tooling, which is elevated
fo pure art in a liner-based inte-
rior that encompasses the
entire passenger quarers. Ele-
gant panels and arcs are neatly
cut into the dash, each angle
offset and tailored to parfectly
fit Manstar GPS speedomater
and twin tachometars up high,
a rocker swilch panel just
below. Gaffrig instruments,
compass and depth sounder
ara standard.

Kiekhaeter controls lie at a
natural angle off the well-
padded armrest of {the
MeCleod drop-through bolster
saats, a highly recommended
interior appedarance group
upgrade ($5,081) that sends
tha upscale faal of this boat
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Sunsation 32' Dominator

integrated into the dasign
FRear alsn reponsd
a high level of comfiart,
whether al a relaxed glde or
deep into the rpm.

Our boat malched up pur-
ple irmtenor panel tabnc. raised
powdercoated bezels and a

pet dressed the lit cockpit,
along with many othar stan-
dard features: electnic engine
hatch. glove box, drink hold-
ars and grab handies through-
out the layout

The Dominalor's cabin fol-
Iows a minmalst theme, estab-
lishing a clean, slegant look
and filing the concepl with rich
textures, softened edges and
contoured, angled finishes
everywhans the aye could sea.
Cabin design. ofien an afor
thought, has been an obsas-
sion for Sunsation since the

versation pit encourages use
with its plentiful head- and
Bgroom and exra-SUpporve
seats. A privacy curtain iso-
lates the forward vee-berth.
The tiberglass galley design
incorporates & siainiess Sink
with pressurized. on-cemand
walber, counteriop and cabinet
storage. A locking. siding door
5 standand.
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and let it run. You won't
reguire anything more than a
sot of 496 10 taks advantage
of this hull's impressive affi-
cency quotient. Our twin "96s
made for a prefty tight fit in
the Sunsaton wall, which was
& chean, neatly organized host
They were mated o base
Brava Ones, with 1.5 gesring,
and turned stainless 28-inch
Bravo four-blade props
Kiekhaeter tabs (32,329) are
rigged into naarly ai Domina-
fors bult. and Imeo full-hydrauic
Stam Aovantage steenng is
standard. We topped out the
494s at 4,500 rpm, 300 down
from paak rating.

7]
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Test concebons. Mogerate 1o {83,797\, Monihaster H-plares
mugh (82 329, sxte dock radls
Beam: 387 handlie ($557) resed barsls
Bottom: 24-degres. Gad-bot (8557 depth souncer (S50
10, EnQie Sep Mol sog hatch logo (5378,
Drive tran Twar MarCrumer fender cleats (§238)

436 MaprumBravo | Price as tested: §141 305
HP @ prop: 750 Top speed, radar: 76.9 mph

We have tapped into the
awesome efcancy of ths hull
design on many occasions,
but thers is no stopping the
mined march for optimum dial
in; this was one of the best of
our numerous, highly enjoy-
able turns in the Sunsation
seat. Pure acceleration drove
our enthusiasm this time
around; i was mply ncreds-
bie, on twin 496 power. This
is lestamant not only to tha
pure vatue of MerCruser's 456
sotup, but also to the keen offi-
ciency of the Sunsation bot-
Bon cleaned everyone's clock
in the accelaration wars, from
Florida 1o Cafifornia. The feel
of the boat was nice and light.
it aired out spectacutarty, and
it used its available power 1o

PECIFICATIONM NS

Mg est spead 75 mph
0-30: 5.12 secorwds

040 6.84 saconds
0-50: 8.77 saconds

0-60. 1704 s
30-80 § 92 seconds
40-80. 4. 20 seconds

Speed @ 3,000 rpm: 51.0 mph
Speed @ 4,000 rpm: §7.2 mph

Sunsation Boats
9656 Mretr Dv.

Algonac. MI 48001

{810) To4-4888

pertecton. it reafly worked wel
unCher Twin DIops.

Harnassing the 4965 also
virtuaily assures a wormy-iree
setup and decent fuel econ-
omy, at lsast compared o the
thirstier, more powerful
uvpgrades.) The hull is won-
derfully responshve o power,
very quick and nimble The
S@lUp Ooled DUl @ Consisient
rush of acceleration, which
ramaned consstent and wall
defined all the way through the
range Wae found 30 mph from
s in an astounding 512 sec-
onds—making the dual 496
Dominator one of the quickes?
boats we 've ever lasiad off the
fine. it only got batter: 0-10-60
i 11.4 seconds and 40-10-60
in an incredible 4.2 seconds.
I was a screamer.

One dynamic of the bottom
design is that it ikes to throw
off a littie bowrise getting onto
plane, even whan you ply the
takeol with a iSe tab. Vo =
momentanty Docked getting
on plana—tha bow contours
upward, and it kes io rde nice
and high at idle and low rpm,
standing speeds i you wanl
1o get a clear, consistent view
across the bow. The boat finds
plane almost immediately,
however, angd then 's nothing
DUt IOw, v ang Iovedy . It car-
res beautfully once you pour
on the coals, which s a nal-
ural reaction once you get to
know this boat. ITs among the
most agile offshore boats you'l
evel Iive

Thee ricke a&f Crusse andd spesd
folt fine. The hull airs oul spec-
tacularly beyond 3,200 rpm,
running an almost untath-
omable 54 mph there. Run-
ning 50 at 3.000 is a rare feat
for a big vee-bottom, and it
ofers insight into this boat's
wids appea

The Sunsation likes 1o be
drivan, not just ridden It runs
loose but controlled at speed
and likes rim. s light feal and
lpose feel is key in iis spec-
tacular numbers. The ride is
dry and s&cure, but you get a
litthe vertiahon at fagh speed in
rough water sometimes. It's a
fun, reactive drive, more 5o
COMTEUED 0N FAGE 1M




SUNSATION

than on some of the bigger, heavier, point-
and-shoot performance cruisers.

DRIVER'S NOTEBOOK

Driver 1: Very fast for its power—almost
77 with 49Gs is very impressive. This hull
has a great, natural ride, and it's good
and fast. It levels out immediately on
plane. no need fo tab it. You get a litlle
blind spat coming onto plane. it's very,
very responsive—it's solidly built, but feels
light on the water, The finish work gets
better and better, and this boat is prime
work. The tooling is very sculptured, very
finished. Great dash panel, excellent vis-
ibility and beautiful work here. Great dash
layout. Lots of interior siorage and some
nice features inside. The windshield is
very stout. The ride feels light and respon-
sive, and this is a good chaoice for powear.
It felt good in the turns, though it had just
a little ventilation in bumpy water in the
tumns. Mo deck flex. A fun drive. Very nice

Driver 2: Great headroom—Sunsation
has reslly refined their interior 100ling and
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